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CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR AGAINST BIODIVERSITY
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Research on biodiversity harms conducted by NICC and IEW,
funded by federal science policy (BELSPO)

BIODIVERSITY IS THREATENED ON SEVERAL FRONTS
IN BELGIUM, WITHOUT A GLOBAL CRIMINAL POLICY
TO PROTECT IT.

The vital need for natural spaces and urban vegetation, the
territorial occupation of these spaces and their unequal
distribution, the limited information available to citizens on the
protection of biodiversity, the leeway of the actors in charge of
controlling and sanctioning its infringements, and their possible
questions on the type of sanctions to adopt (administrative or
penal; preventive or repressive) are all major environmental and
social issues that the current health crisis, combined with the
recent heat waves, has recently highlighted.

Through an innovative alliance between researchers in the Human Sciences at the National Institute of Criminalistics and
Criminology (NICC) and researchers in the Life Sciences at Inter-Environnement Wallonie (IEW), the CRIM-BIODIV project
has a double objective: the construction of an interdisciplinary dialogue in order to understand the multiple social realities
in which biodiversity conservation issues take place; and the development of criminological expertise on biodiversity
protection.
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METHODOLOGIES

The methodological process of the CRIM-BIODIV research is based on
four methodological pillars: the construction of an interdisciplinary
dialogue between the social sciences and the life sciences; the
establishment of a state of knowledge; case studies of biodiversity
harm in Belgium; and the construction of a sustainable tool for
biodiversity protection.
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As the aim of the project is to protect biodiversity by increasing criminological
knowledge and by building an interdisciplinary dialogue concerning it, it will
potentially have a significant impact on the environment and on each of the
areas of interaction, between humans and non-humans, that sustain it.

